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A DIVIDE IN THE CITY 


The two sides 
of a deli window 


Jeff Liu, owner of Kenny’s Seafood & Steak in Germantown, works behind a plexiglass window. A hearing is set for 
Monday on a Council proposal to require beer deli owners to remove the thick counter windows. MICHAEL BRYANT / staff Photographer 


For workers, plexiglass means security. For 
a councilwoman, its an insult to patrons. 


By Julie Shaw 
STAFF WRITER 


Monday, when hundreds of mer- 
chants and advocates are expected 


or Jeff Liu, the thick plexi- 
glass window that separates 
him from patrons at his Ger- 
mantown beer deli, Kenny's 
Seafood & Steak, is a matter 
of safety. For City Councilwoman 
Cindy Bass, the barrier window is an 
insult. 


a literal and metaphorical divider be- 
tween their worlds. 

Several years ago, after Liu ar- 
gued with a man selling drugs in the 
Wayne Avenue deli’s lobby, the man 
returned with a rifle and shot Liu’s 
car, shattering its windows, Liu said. 

Bass says the windows only foster 
a sense that the establishment — 
more specifically, its clientele — is 


A patron at the Wayne Junction Deli 
pays for his beer. A sociologist calls 
the windows “a symbol of distrust.” 


dangerous. And that too many of 
those stores masquerade as eateries 
when their biggest sales draw is alco- 
hol, feeding vices in the city’s strug- 
gling neighborhoods. 

“It’s an indignity” to buy a meal 
through such a window, she said. 

The debate is likely to gain steam 


to protest before a Council commit- 
tee hearing on the matter. Bubbling 
beneath are undercurrents about 
class, race, and how far the city can 
go in telling business owners how to 
operate. 

Bass has proposed legislation that 
would force beer deli owners to re- 

ass counter win- 
five cosponsors. 

Tt needs a majority, or four, votes 
in the seven-member public health 
committee to head to a full Council 
vote Dec. 14. Mayor Kenney, through 
his spokeswoman, said Thursday 
that he did not yet have a position on 
the bill. 

Yale University sociology profes- 
sor Elijah Anderson, who has writ- 
ten extensively on Philadelphia's ur- 

See WINDOWS on A8 


THE WHITE HOUSE TEAM 


Under plan, Pompeo 
would replace Tillerson 


Trump loyalist favored to run State Dept. 


By Philip Rucker, 
Ashley Parker, and Anne Ge; 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — The White House has 
readied a plan to oust embattled Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson and replace him with 
CIA Director Mike Pompeo, who has be- 
come one of the most personally loyal and 
politically savvy members of President 
‘Trump’s national security team, two admin- 

istration officials confirmed Thursday. 
The plan, hatched by White House chief 
of staff John Kelly, is expected to be set in 
motion over the next few weeks, and has 
broad support within Trump's inner circle, 
the officials said. But it was unclear wheth- 
er Trump had signed off on the plan yet, 
and the president has been known to 
change his mind about personnel and other 

See TILLERSON on A12 
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Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
has insisted he has no plans to 
quit, but tensions boiled after 
NBC News reported that Tillerson 
had called Trump “a moron.” ap 
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TAX OVERHAUL 


Drama in 
Senate 
over debt 
estimate 


Some GOP senators wavered before 
agreeing to a tweak. Passage seems likely. 


y Lisa Mascaro 
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON — The Republican tax plan ap- 
peared headed for Senate passage after some dra- 
matic, last-minute negotiations Thursday to win 
over GOP holdouts concerned about a new con- 
gressional analysis that estimated the package 
would add $1 trillion to the nation’s deficit. 

Republicans and the White House sorely need a 
legislative victory to reflect their 
year of control in Washington, 
and a landmark tax bill — which 
would dramatically lower the cor- 
porate rate and double the stan- 
dard deduction for individuals — 
would provide that win. 

If passed Friday as expected, 
the sweeping Senate tax bil 
would next need to be reconciled 
with a House version, a process 
leaders hope to expedite in a mat- 
ter of days. Then both the House 
and Senate would need to pa: 


perfect bill, but 
the revised measure before send- it is one that 


ing it to President Trump's desk. would deliver 

Yet even many Republicans much-needed 
who support the $1.5 trillion reform to our 
package expressed resignation tax code, grow 
ahead of the vote, concerned the economy, 
about the cost and details of a and help 
package that experts say bene- Americans keep 
fits corporations and the more of their 
wealthy, and the way the legisla- hard-earned 
tion is being rushed through Con- money. 
gress without a broad range of Sen. John 
hearings and the usual debate. McCain (R., 

At one point Thursday Ariz.) 
evening, it appeared three Re- 
publicans — Sens. Bob Corker of Tennessee, Jeff 
Flake of Arizona, and Ron Johnson of Wisconsin — 
were considering joining Democrats in a motion to 
send the bill back to committee, a move that would 
have almost certainly dashed GOP hopes of pass- 
ing a bill this year. 

See TAXES on A10 


PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY 


For political bash, 
a change of date 
and N.Y. venue 


Some worry about loss of interest in 
the traditional annual weekend. 


By Angela Couloumbis 
and Chris Brennan 
HARRISBURG BUREAU 

New digs, fewer parties, and a dash of uncertain- 
ty — will they come? 

For those who have trekked to New York City 
year after year for Pennsylvania Society — the 
annual, glitzy schmooze-and-booze fest for politi- 
cians and the well-heeled special interests that 
want something from them — there are behind-the- 
scenes whispers about whether the event will 
draw its customary big crowds. 

Not because of a crisis of conscience over persis- 
tent criticism that the event blurs the lines be- 
tween government and politics. But because of an 
identity crisis of sorts. 

This year, Pennsylvania Society is getting a 
forced, albeit temporary, makeover. The marbled 
halls and gilded ballrooms of the iconic Waldorf 
Astoria hotel, which for more than a century have 
anchored many of the weekend's biggest parties 
and events, are closed for renovations this year — 
and possibly next year, too. 

Instead, this year’s gathering is being moved 
north a few blocks to a Hilton one attendee privat 

See GALA on All 


Business 


Lotteries 


‘au NN, 


WEATHER AccuWeather report, C8 
i Saturday 51|35 Monday 54|43 Comics 
High 55, Low 35 Sunday 54/34 Tuesday 62151 


„A13 Marketplace .B4 Opinion .... 
„W2 Television .. 


„D4 Movies 
„C8 Obituaries ....B6 


„A16 
.DS 


To advertise with us, call 1-800-341-3413. 
For a complete list of Advertising Department 
numbers, see the “Contact Us” box on Page A4. 


very 218 ee at or 1800-2222765 


